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CONFERENCE 


half-vear, nor to complete the course oi rectunig in mree years. 
The time may be prolonged ; so if a student has for any reason 
been unable to prepare for the examination in six months, she 
may continue her reading for twelve months or more ; and as 
the only object of the Course is to help mothers to grasp 
thoroughly the meaning of the books they are advised to read, 
it is far better to prolong the time spent on the books than to 
hurry through them. 

My great hope in reading this paper is that I may attract 
more mothers to join this Course. I know what an immense 
help it has been to myself, chiefly perhaps by making me 
grapple with subjects which it seemed beforehand impossible 
to get hold of ; and I would gladly persuade other members 
of our Union to give themselves the same help. It is in a 
sense a sacrifice, if that can be called a sacrifice, which is 
deeply interesting; but if it be a sacrifice, it brings an 
abundant and speedy reward. 

For to be honestly pursuing a course of study, however 
simple, makes a mother feel that she is trying in some measure 
to live worthily of her calling. She will feel that she is doing 
her best to prepare herself for the bringing up and training of 
useful men and women, thoroughly developed in body, mind, 
and spirit, who may by God’s blessing leave the world a little 
better than they found it. 


The papers read at the Conference overflow this “ Con- 
rence” number of the Parents' Review. the work done 
i Thursday, May 27th, and Friday, May 28th, including 
ev. Canon Scott Holland’s sermon, will appear in the 


OUR WORK. 

Art Club. July, “ the moon is up but vet it is nn t „• u ». » 

moment in the day's loveliness which must be carefully watrh^' f ~ A 
trees, if they are attempted, are all aglow ^ 

shining on them, the sky opposite the sunset fs still hi, ’ the low sun 
horizon it becomes a warm pink fading into erev thp !’.° W ln the 
The choice of subject rests with the painter! ^ llluminated - 

House of Education Trinity Sunday under the beeches” 

Lady Visitor, Mrs. Dallas Yorke, has become an institution Th °“ r 

0f n d h y ‘h 0t m h MFS ' Y ° rke ’ S b6aUtifUl h ° USe aff0rded a " object 1e r s a son g o S f 

which she made an impressive use. We had the pleasure of our Visits 
company at our summer fete, when the students entertained a lame nartv 
of neighbours and friend, A ” Jubilee ” charade was perhaps he mos 
successful performance. Mrs. Yorke’s sympathetic presence added much 
to our pleasure. A visit from Mrs. Franklin, who might be described as 
the “Students’ Friend,” overlapped that of Mrs. Yorke. A visit from Mr and 
Mrs. Perrin was made specially interesting by the beautiful fknver-paintimr 
of the latter, which the students found stimulating. We have quite a 
large record ot gifts this month. We have to thank Mrs. Maclvor for a 
semi-grand piano, in quite good condition, for the practising school. Our 
always generous friend, Mrs. Firth, has given us a large framed photograph 
of Ghirlandajo’s picture of the glorified “Innocents”; and Mr. Creese, 
the father of one of the girls in the practising school, has given the 
students a Beck’s Microscope. We hope that those of our readers who 
visit the Victorian Era Exhibition will lookout for the case of work sent 
by the House of Education and “Aunt Mai’s ” nephews and nieces. 

The Autumn term begins on September 30th. Students are admitted 
for the full course in January only, but there are vacancies for one or two 
three months’ students who do not propose to teach. 

Parents' Review School . — The examination papers will be sent out 
on July 10th. The parents’ report only on the work is sent up, as stated 
in the prospectus. For this reason the examination may be held so as 
most conveniently to fit in with the summer holiday arrangements. There 
is a set of papers and parent’s report with no name attached which the 
examiner would be glad to have claimed. 


BOOKS. 

A Survey of Greek Civilization , by Professor Mahafiy (Macmillan and 
Co., 6/-). We strongly recommend to the study of our readers Professoi 
Mahaffy’s most instructive and conclusive preface. We quote the 
concluding sentence: “It is enough to remind the reader that he is not 
about to study a work of mere secular import and only of use or interest 
to a worldly man; the whole of these rich and varied antecedents to 
the establishment of that Christian culture, which is the highest ideal 
we possess of life upon this earth, are well worth the study o ^ NtI > 
intelligent man and woman. To such it is not only a pnvi e to e, ut a 
d uty, ‘ to search all things, to try all things,’ in order that they may 10 
fast that which is good.” A work on these lines from so able a 


books. 


- K fin to the scholar, probably, as a discussion and resu m6 

authority is a boot knows . To mothers and fathers, whose sons 

of that which tie a ^ engaged in the classic studies which they 
and daughters < 5e hind, it should be a still greater boon as dis- 
themselves hav . nwardness » t0 use an objectionable phrase, of the 
closing the i nd personages summed up in our idea of Greek 

procession ot Mahaffy appears to think that the key to Greek 

civilization. • ^ e( . which the Greek mind seemed to possess 

civilization ^ eniploying a potent idea. It was not that the 

of apprenc rior to the average Englishman in mind, or to 

average u physical perfection, but that the master minds, 

poets ipto^or philosophers, produced, so to speak, this' 
olace material to the point of its ideal perfection. In this way 
r^cls educated the average mind and led the people towards 
nerfection, which they perceived to be possible for and proper to 
h one Herein lies, it seems to us, the educational value of a study of 
Greek civilization. We English decline to idealize; that which is 
material not that which is ideal, has the greater attraction for us, and 
therefore perhaps, it is that neither painter, nor sculptor, nor architect, 
nor philosopher, hardly poet, amongst us, raises the average of common 
thought by the perception brought home to each of us of the ideal 
perfection to which we might attain. It is well that we should recognise 
our racial limitations and lay ourselves open to the inspiration of other 
peoples greater than we in any given direction It is a good sign that 
so large and instructive a subject should be liberally treated of in a 
handy volume like this of Professor Mahaffy s. _ 

More Abundant Life-. Lenten Readings from the unpublished writings 
of Right Rev. Phillips Brooks (Macmillan & Co., 5/-). This volume, 
prepared from the unpublished manuscripts of Dr. Phillips Brooks, is 
a welcome addition to our Lenten literature. Mr. Jay, in his preface, 
says: "Bishop Phillips Brooks, by a largeness of sympathy and fineness 
of insight, is well fitted to guide us in this quiet P ene ^ n ^ S ^ ks - 
Vital truths are put before us in this volume with Dr. Phillip 
freshness and simplicity, and with another quality of his w 11c 1 re 
one of Wordsworth, that of putting an illuminating thoug 1 1 

almost common-place setting; as for example,— “ Eternity open ^ 

you with its picture of your poor soul made conscious o 
capacity.” One wishes that Bishop Brooks had searche ain0 , u( j es . 
of a higher order for the verses with which each meditation cone ^ 
Biographies of Eminent Persons, 1893-1894, Vol. vi. (M acini a . a 
3/6). These volumes of biographies, reprinted from the tw - * f or 

want. We have probably all wished to preserve in some ian t j me 

ready reference the very able obituary notices which a PPf. aI . Marshal 
to time in the Times of such men as Sir Andrew , Vyhoever else 
MacMahon, Ferdinand de Lesseps, Professor lynda , aIK ^ j g ap t to 
may have died in a given year. The contemporary j oSS which 

convey to us a certain freshness of impression and sens vork Messrs- 
may well be wanting in later and more importan \ )aI1( jy library- 
Macmillan deserve our thanks for this contribution to 
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Stones of Naples and The Camorra , by Charles Grant (Macmillan 
& Co, 6/-). It is distressing to make acquaintance for the first time 
with a writer of such extraordinary insight, graphic power, and human 
sympathy as Mr. Charles Grant, and to learn that the work is a 
posthumous one, and that we have nothing more to expect from his pen 
It is difficult to characterize these Neapolitan tales, some of them 
charming, all of them vibrating with the "still sad music of humanity’’- 
but when you have read these stories of the Camorra you are 
depressed by the thought that you do not know your own cottage 
neighbours half so well as Mr. Grant has made you know these ardent 
sons of the South. We have had many folk studies lately, and they 
are always interesting and always profitable, but we doubt if we 
have come across any work of the kind quite so powerful as this 
of Mr. Charles Grant’s. Pepiniello and Gabriele will hold their own 
amongst the best short stories in the language. In addition to his other 
qualities as an author, Mr. Grant drinks from the “well of English 
undefiled,” and this is no small recommendation to the fastidious reader. 

Sketches of Travel in Normandy and Maine, by E. A. Freeman 
(Macmillan & Co, 5/-). Mr. Freeman is a delightful travelling 
companion. These sketches of travel should give to the tourist in 
Northern France just that sense of coherence and historical sequence, 
the lack of which makes ordinary travel so little fruitful. Your 
Baedeker tells you what happened here and what happened there, but 
leaves you at sea as to any relation between the two happenings. 
Mr. Freeman, on the contrary, casts his historical search-light on castle 
and cathedral and walled town, and you see buttress, apse and tower 
disclose their story, illustrated by Mr. Freeman’s numerous and delightful 
sketches. We become intimate with the period of what may be called 
our continental history, and though Mr. freeman does not dwell much 
on this point, the exquisite Norman churches become to us an expression 
of a people’s piety. This should be a pleasant and profitable book to 
read with older boys and girls, eager to prepare themselves for the 
ivanderjahr to which most young people look forward. 

The Parents' Assistant, by M. Edgeworth (Macmillan & Co, 3/6). 
Those of us who belong to an earlier generation hail with a pleasure, 
which has the faint pot-pourri odour of early reminiscences, a new 
edition of Miss Edgeworth’s Parents' Assistant. It is pleasant to me 
Lazy Lawrence and Dutiful Jim, and Rosamund of the Purple > 
and the Virtuous Orphans, the good-natured Talbot Et0, ‘ h ’ 

and all the rest of the pleasant people to whom Miss Edgeworth 
introduces us each one labelled, though not too o tiusive , 
own wholesome moral. In her preface addressed to 
Edgeworth says, “It has been attempted m t iese s and 

antidotes against ill-humour, the epidemic rage ^ fashian of 
the fatal propensity to admire and lim L w :n re cominend 

the moment may distinguish." Such a P^tT of to dtly! and what 
the Parents’ Assistant to the attention o p .. ,| ie y possibly 

the stories lose in interest through a certain 
gain in quaint grace. 
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. bvW Besant (Chatto & Windus, 6/-). Among all the 
Fifty Years _?/£ v ' seea nothing that comes up to Sir Walter Besant’s 


The idea of the volume 


Mr. Pratt 


Women, by Edwin A. Pratt (George Newnes, 5/.). 
^ V ! S ^tLTair that is attempted is to give some account of the leading 

dUCtiO c , 1 ~ v, Hpvplnnmpnts whirh VinvA Koon 


Pioneer vr *'•**"•* ~j ^ ^ vnlnmp We are told in the intro- 


jubilee b00ks .7 ' for int erest and delightfulness. 1 

Fifty Years A„o ^ ^ aspects as it was fifty years ago. We have 
is to show London ‘ Lo ndon at school, in society, at the tavern and the 
London in the s . ^ Qndon q{ the people and of the middle-class. The 
club, in the hous • meraWef many of them from the drawings of 
illustrations a all of the m racy and delightful. The portraits 

Cruikshank an 0ne fee i s personally acquainted (for the first 

alone are a trea ^ ^ Fourth, and intimate with William Cobbett. 
time) with treatment of his subject and admirable selection 

^atdaf' 'and points of interest, make Fifty Years Ago especially 

fascinating 

us a singularly timely and typical volume 
iat is attempted is to give s< 

of women's work and to show the developments which have been 
h eaS 0-ht about and the author has fulfilled his aim with admirable dis- 
crimination and ability. Employments for women, the higher education of 
omen pioneer women doctors, nursing, pioneers in poor law reform, are 
Lone the subjects treated, and the selection of pioneer women appears 
to be in every case admirable. The book is well and clearly written 
throughout, and some chapters, as that on emigration, for example, afford 
most exciting reading. Mr. Pratt shows a singular power of putting his 
finger on the idea which gave impulse to each of the movements he 

The Life of Her Majesty the Queen (S.P C.K., 2/6). The S.P.C.K. 
give us a brightly written and well illustrated life of the Queen, written in 
a sympathetic spirit, which should help to endear our beloved Queen to her 
subjects of all classes. 

The Queen, Her Empire and the English-Speaking World (5/-) is 
another handsome publication of the S.P.C.K. It consists of a large 
number of full-page illustrations, with interesting descriptive letter- 
press, of typical scenes from all the British Colonies and from America. 
Nevada Falls and the Yosemite Valley, a cotton steamer at New 
Orleans, Montreal, Toronto, the Broadway, New York, Havana, Nassau 
in the Bahama Islands, the Leek Observatory, the Travellers’ Palm 
in Jamaica, — these and a hundred other subjects are illustrated in a way 
to afford most interesting talk for the “ children’s hour.” 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents .] 

Dear Editor —May I call your attention and that of your readers to a 
society of which I am a member, and which is doing valuable educational 
work. Ihe Liverpool Ladies’ Sanitary Association, of which Mrs. A 1 r e 
Booth is President, began its work in 1891, its object being : - 
(1st) io encourage and develop Sanitary knowledge. 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 


(2nd) To rouse public interest in the necessity for greater vigilance 
to prevent the spread of disease. 

(3rd) lo raise the moral tone of the population by improving their 
surroundings. ° 

Its method of work has been: 

(1st) I o arrange courses of Popular Educational Lectures on 
Sanitation, Hygiene, etc. 

(2nd) The training of Students as Health Lecturers. 

(3rd) Providing Health Lecturers for Mothers’ Meetings, Girls’ 
Clubs, etc., in Liverpool or elsewhere. 



It is to the training of Health Lecturers that I would specially call 
attention. So far, twenty-three ladies have passed successfully through 
the course and several of them have obtained permanent posts. Several 
other ladies have lectured for various District Councils. I give these 
facts to show that one of the results of this training is lucrative employ- 
ment ; but if real and permanent results such, for instance, as the marked 
improvement in the general condition of health in a town or village are 
to be obtained, knowledge of physiology, sanitation and hygiene must 
be possessed not only by the Sanitary Authorities and those under them, 
but by every woman who is at the head of a household. Our aim, there- 
fore, is not only to provide lectures for those who are sufficiently enlightened 
to wish to learn and who will come to hear, but “ to bring such teaching 
into the homes,” and by this means carry into practice the valuable sug- 
gestions of Miss Florence Nightingale. 

It is to the powerful army of District Visitors who already have the 
entree to the homes of the poor and who know the wives and mothers 
individually, that I would appeal. Why should they not look upon some 
knowledge of such subjects as a necessary part of their equipment ? I do 
not propose that they should all become health lecturers, but I do say, and 
with emphasis, that if ladies who already bring an immense amount of 
help and comfort into the homes of the poor, were to bring also the practical 
knowledge which would prevent some of the ill-health which, with its train 
of sorrow and expense, so often brings whole families to the verge of 
despair ; they would enlarge their field of usefulness to an almost unlimited 
extent. I remain, Madam, faithfully yours, 

Georgie A. Hope. 

Vice-President of the L.L.S.A. 

Dale End, Cavendish Park, Rock Ferry, Cheshire. 


>EAR Editor, — I should be glad if any reader of the / arents Reviest 

recommend me a book containing the Arthurian legends, written or 

lligent children. I read one as a child, which is probably out of pnn 

r . It was very interesting, but I cannot say whether it had any hterary 

it or not. It was called “ King Arthur and his Knights of t e a e 

ind.” There was another favourite book called “ Robin Hoo an 

■ry Companions,” of which I should like to hear again. ® ^ , 

1 to know of a good book on the Seven Champions of Ch ■ 

I, finally, I wish for the names of two well-written b °° kS ^ AUS1 J AA 

rer man. 0 

m2 

>l. viii. —no. 7. 


